Home & School Committee

January 10, 2011

I. Call to Order by Becki Brusa at 5:35 pm.

Members Present:  Becki Brusa, Julie Kadrich, Tina Janssen, Nikki Marsicano, Sara Szczap, Heather Smith, Giovanna Moses, Tanya Hembrook, Anne Foster, Kelly Schwigel, Beth Nateghi

II. Secretary Report—minutes approved by Sara Szczap, seconded by Giovanna Moses

III. Treasury Report— Tina reported the addition of $725 Lights of Love, $1,373 Spirit Wear Sales (still waiting for bill from Tim Tully of approximately $700).  Motion to approve by Tanya Hembrook, seconded by Anne Foster.  

IV. Principal Report/School Committee Report—

a. Spelling Bee shirts—Shirts have been ordered with the allotted money thru Beth Peyer.  The top 10 finalists receive these shirts.  Date is still to be determined, possibly January 28th.  

b. Coffee With the Principal.  We have scheduled January 13, 2011 as the first of these meetings.  It will be from 8:30-9:30am in the teacher’s lounge.  Fliers were stuffed in Piggly Wiggly bags.  A press release was posted in the Janesville Gazette.  The next Coffee With the Principal will be on February 21, 2011 from 5:30-6:30 pm.  Katie will create another flier with approximately 200 copies to be made.  Becki will distribute this to the Pig.  Beth will also put a press release in the paper.  Putting in bulletin was discussed for parish members to come and receive school info.  Julie would like a couple familiar faces there for support as well.  Crackers/cheese/sausage/soda to be served.    

c. Catholic Schools Week/Open House.  The children will be hosting the 5pm, 7:30am, & 9:30am masses January 29th & 30th.  We will have an open house on January 30, 2011, 10:30am-noon, with a social (asking for anyone to contribute) following both 7:30 & 9:30 masses.  Milwaukee Art Museum will be there (9:00am-noon).  The Book Fair will be in the K-Club room.  Katie is currently working on a mailing with the print portal.  We discussed locating the vinyl sign(s) for St. Andrew School.  Home & School will provide a table in the cafeteria.  There will also be shirts/sweatshirts & magnets for sale.  Tuesday, Feb. 1st will be the Winter Picnic/Games.  We will provide hotdogs/chips/cookies lunch for approximately 150.  Anne will be checking into any “extras” (hot dogs, paper boats, etc.) from the Spartan Spectacular before we need to go to Sam’s Club.  Becki can shop on Monday, January 31st, if needed.  Beverages can be sent from home for the children that day.  The children will also perform their “STOMP” show at 12:30pm.  Wednesday will be Activity Day.  The teachers are planning this with K-8 teams.  Thursday is “What to expect next year”.  Kids will spend some time with their teachers to-be for next school year.  Friday is the all school mass, and the Donut Man at 1pm (also on Saturday 2/5 at 10am).  Dress-up days throughout the week.  We are also looking into what “goodies” are available to give the children (pencils/bracelets/necklaces/etc).  

d.  Middle School Information Night.  The School Committee has discussed this recently.  There is a need to reach out (thru word-of-mouth, bulletin, advertise, fliers, etc.) and target 3rd-5th grade students.  Keeping them at St. Andrews is the purpose.  The lower grades are big now & we want to keep them that way.  They need to see what we have to offer: fine arts program, computer lab, media room, gym, typical day schedule thru possibly a PowerPoint presentation, like kindergarten info night.  We also discussed having alumni there to give testimonials about St. Andrews and their transition to high school.  Julie will pinpoint a date for this on 12/14/2010.  After further discussion, it was decided not to be held this year.  They want to do a really good, WOW, job on the presentation & there just is not enough time now.  There will still be a table at the open house with brochures that the kids have made & top 10 reasons they like middle school.  They may also have some “mini” classes, such as 4th graders experiencing a science class  

e. Archdiocese Bankruptcy News—School is not affected by this, however; we do need to sell our school & have faith in it.  We need to be marketing our school.  One suggestion is to look at the baptisms and send a letter thru print portal on our letterhead.  Possibly look at making cards/letters/bibs from the children of St. Andrew.  Giovanna will talk with Virginia in regards to accessing the records, upcoming baptisms, and number of baptisms per year.  Anne will look at the costs for bibs, paints, etc.  We will revisit this idea in February.  The idea of establishing a playgroup was also discussed.  Julie will check into the space availability upstairs & report back to us next month.  This all helps to establish relationships before the school years; possibly to help in the decision process of sending their children to St. Andrew.  Julie also handed out a public relations & advertising packet, as well as a report card for the school for us to look over.          

V. Old Business

a. Spirit Wear.  Orders have been filled, still waiting for a bill from Tim Tully.  Giovanna turned in receipts for the embroidery fee, as well as a reimbursement receipt.  We are still looking for women’s polos (for teachers), possibly to be used for Teacher Appreciation Week.    

b. Coffee With the Principal.  See above.

c. Kindergarten Info Night.  Seems to be under control.  A couple of current Kindergarten parents have volunteered on this night, January 12th, to watch the upcoming kindergarteners so that their parents can get the info needed from Ms. Resch.  Kindergarten screening will be on March 18th, with Kindergarten visitors day to follow on April 20th. 

d. Speakers.  Gretchen has spoken with James T. Harris.  She will report on this at our next meeting.  

e. Catholic Schools Week.  See above.  

VI. New Business

a. Because of recent events, maybe another Safe Guarding All God’s Children class should be offered?  Al Seemann is the instructor.  

b. Alumni Board—what’s up after leaving St. Andrew School?  Honor roll, college, professions, etc.  We talked about posting this as we gather info from parents, grandparents, newspaper articles, etc.  Tanya will see what she can find with the high school parents (present & past).  It was also suggested we ask this info thru the bulletin & family newsletter.  

c. Enterprise subscription—It was decided that the school should receive this.  Giovanna motioned to approve, seconded by Tanya.  Tina will order for the school.  Nancy could mark any alumni info & make sure it goes to Beth for her PR.  

VII. Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm.

Next meeting is scheduled for February 14, 2011 at 5:30pm.

